
Beaver Dam

SUPPLIES
•Cardboard box 
•Bowl filled with water
•Blue plastic
•Scissors
•Tape
•Rocks
•Peat moss pucks
•Plastercine
•Rocks, sticks, shredded paper or other 
materials to make a dam. 

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Gather all of your supplies.

2. Put the peat moss pucks into the bowl of 
water and let sit. 

3. Cut open your box. Tape the corners 
together.



4. Place your blue plastic on the bottom of 
your box like a liner. 

5. Take half of the plastercine and make a 
ridge down the middle. 

6. Pack the dirt on top. 



7. Add the rocks to the top.

8. Stick the wood into the layer of plastercine 
at the bottom, crisscrossing them. Save 3 for 
later.

9. Add most of the paper pieces on 
top, packing in between the wood. This 
represents the plants that grow on a beaver 
dam. 

10. Add the last chunks of wood on top. 

11. Take half of the plastercine you have left 
and flatten it into a circle and place it in the 
corner of the box. 



12. Take half of what you have left and roll it 
into a snake shape. Wrap it around the edge 
of the circle to create walls. Make sure you 
leave an entrance. This will be the beaver 
lodge. 

13. Break the sticks in half and stick them 
into the plastercine, creating a tent shape. 

14. Flatten the rest of the plastercine and 
wrap it around the sticks. Make sure to leave 
an entrance. 

15. Add the paper pieces on top. You have 
now finished your dam and lodge!



16. Using the left over water in the bowl, pour 
the water into the side of your box with the 
lodge. What happens? Does your dam stop 
the water? Remember, beaver dams don’t 
block all of the water. Some of it passes 
through. 


